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POTTER, Harold Robert Edgar 
 

Corporal, 320799 
"C" Coy., 2nd/6th Battalion,  
London Regiment (City of London Rifles) 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Monday, 21st May 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Arras 
Theatre Of War: France & Flanders  
Aged 20 years 
 

 
Harold Robert Edgar Potter, the first child of parents Robert and Lillian Mary, was 
born on 29th September 1896 at 122 Withersfield Road, Haverhill.  He was baptised 
a few weeks later on 7th November at St Mary’s Church.  He was the first generation 
of his family to be born in Haverhill along with his five siblings: John in 1898, Dorothy 
in 1899, Albert in 1902, George in 1907 and Edmund in 1908. 
 
Harold’s grandfather John was a mill sawyer and may have worked on the London 
Docks as he lived with his wife Emma in South Wharf Road.  They moved to 
Paddington, London and had four daughters and two sons. 
 
Their youngest son Robert, Harold’s father, was born in Paddington in 1853 and, 
after qualifying as a school teacher, moved to Haverhill in his twenties joining the 
staff of the Board School (later the Cangle School) where he taught for more than 
thirty years.  He lodged with the Cornell family in Peas Hill and then with the Mason 
family at 4 Rose Cottages. 
 
In September 1895 Robert 
married Lillian Mary Boddy in 
Chelsea, London.  They were 
probably long acquainted as 
Lillian too was born in Paddington 
and her father was a timber 
merchant.  They set up home at 
122 Withersfield Road, by 
coincidence next to Bradnam’s 
timber sawmills, later moving to 
14 High Street. 
 

Withersfield Road, looking towards the Board School & town centre. 
 
At some time between 1911 and Harold’s enlistment in September 1914 at the age 
of 18, his parents moved to Wood Green, London. It was here that Harold 
volunteered, joining “C” Company 2nd/6th Battalion, The London Regiment (City of 
London Rifles) Service No. 2466, later to be No. 320700.  He proved to be a leader 
of men and was promoted to the rank of Corporal. Brother John volunteered shortly 
after Harold, joining the East Anglian Field Ambulance, RAMC. 
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Harold landed in France in January 1917 and fought on the Western Front in the 
Arras offensive, which was intended to break the stalemate between the two sides.  
 

The battalion’s first offensive operation was on 20th May 1917, when it joined in the 
Battle of Bullecourt. For six weeks the village had been attacked by British, 
Australian and New Zealand troops, and it was fully in their hands by 17th May. The 
2/6th Londons entered the ruined village the following day and their task was to 
capture Bovis Trench to the north of the village. A and B Companies made the attack 
behind a barrage, the other two companies protecting the flanks. But the attackers 
could not recognise the shelled-out trench that was their objective, so they went 200 
yards beyond it and then tried to dig in. Having lost direction, a gap had opened 
between them and C Company on the left flank, into which enemy parties infiltrated. 
The attackers had already suffered badly from the German defensive barrage, and 
now the battalion was reduced to small parties, which were forced back by a German 
counter-attack. This failure cost the newly arrived battalion roughly half its strength in 
officers and men.  
 
Harold was killed in action on 21st May 1917. 
 
The war diary tells us:  
‘21/5 - Attack made on Bovis trench early in the morning. Our troops gained 
objective but were forced to withdraw by a hostile counter- attack.  
Battalion relieved by 2/7th London Regt at night. 
Casualties during tour of trenches 13 officers and 226 OR. Battn moved to Ecoust 
with one company on Vaulx-Vraucourt Road.’ 
 
Harold has no known grave but is remembered with honour on the Arras Memorial at 
Pas de Calais, France. (Bay 9 and 10). 
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Harold was awarded the British and Victory Medals and his name is also inscribed 
on the Plaque in St Mary’s Church, Haverhill.  
 

 


